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Bloodihir& numan Leopards of Africa.--

Demoniac  Fanatics of the Jungles ..

Who Kill and dacrifice Their Dear-

est Relatives with oatanic Atrocities |

in Blind Obedience to the Cruef
Will of @ oorcerer,

ODRIOUE sad abaormallyr binod-
thirsty sect of Test Afrlenno aoborl-
gloes has existed for the last twe

decades oo the Isfand of Sherbro In the
Bletra Leons colony. Dr. Oscar Baumsnn,
the celsbrated explorer of the dark con-
tinent, who mext to Dr. Teters bhas con-

tributed more than any other German-|

African traveller o shedding the lght of
eiviil=siion on the stlll numercus unknown
regiops bordering tha Atiantis Oeean, fur.
nishes the current Berilu Hinstrated weekly
Foer Alle Welt, with .ac Interesting do-
scription of what are kuown as the “Hu-
man Leopards,”™ who ubound back of the
Qold Const.

 Thae explorer asserta  that despite the
efforts of the Pritlsh Government to sup-

presa this mest feantle of religious sects |

theso borrld, ‘Satexnlc nrrocitles coctizue
n;n cirse on the pacrth., From tlme to time
mewn of their fendish murders and eannd-
ballszn has reached Eurcpesn capltnls, but
the depleticn of the way they mutilated
ths bodles of thelr victims, which they sub-
saqueatly devoured ln thelr eannlballstle
feats appeared so Ineredible that the Hu-
rapedn presg treated these accounts as un-
trustworthy exaggernilions. The
Leopards™ were slmply rogarded os a band
of robbers, wurdsrers and cannibals, That
they are, however, a thorough!y organlzed
religiony sect, who Kooestly belleve that
ther can sppease the wraoth of their gods
aoly- by demoniscal deeds of the most ec-
erotrle ernelty, Is & reveletion to geograph-
¢z and the publle. On May 7 came 3 report
from the American misslonsries at Tim-
pany, Slerra Leons, that the white in-
habltants of the dlstrict were wrought up
to siach a plich. of vengeance over a series
wf antruges, that eleven natives were

biirned alive Io one (ay on the charge of
whcheraft.,

Ax_to the origin and superstitious bellefs
of this sect, Fuer Alle Welt says: “Some
tweluty years ego the viliage of Taloma
#2it 1ts warriors to overpower and destroy
132 army of a nelghboring enemy. Op the
way the entire Talama force was surprised
by the warrlors of the villags Impérl and
nitiihilated to a man. Deprived of thelr
defenders the Talamanlans sent messengers
t9 o famots gorcerer for counsel as to the
hagt way In which they counll revenge
themselves on the Imper! luhabitants,

The sorcerar promised his counsel and as-
sistance on condition that they wonld all
Joln & sect which he would found, and of
which they would appoint hlm an the head
'snd leader. He Introdused a fetich, the
possession of which was supposeid tn grant
the most ardent deslfes of the Indlvidoal
and the tribe. Only members of the secret
seéct would be glven possesslon of this
fetich.

The fetlch consists of the root of Kassava
bnislh and la called Baffima. The root is
bhollowed out elean and filled with rege-
table and sticky matter, the composition
of which Is known only to the sorcerer.
The Istter ordered that the possessors of
the god Baffima must pour goat fat over

_tlie fetich In order to Insure the reallzation
of their fordest ‘wishes.

AS soon us the Imperl natives heard of the
wonderful Baffima they were apxloug to
Jola the newly founded weeret sect, to the
great delight of thelr enemies, the Toiw-
manians, for the Isaders knew very well
that the sorcerer had a plan of terrible re-
vénge 1o store for them. XNo acouer had (ha
seet worked Its way successfully among
the Imperl when It was fuund that the
Baftima fetlch did not always grant the
yaartings of Its possessors. Whenever tha
sorcerer was approachked by these com-
piaints be commanded thst bhoman fat In-
stand of goat fat could alone act as pro-
pltlation to thelr fetlch. In order to pro-
etre the contlnued all of ‘the supernalural
power ajl the membery of e sper were

“Human

rommended to bring their desrest friend or

(Felative ns sacrifice. The seet had alrendy
| been alvined Mto three parts—the chisfs or
I'slnp. the exeoutioners and the lay mein-
| bera, The chiefs and executiouers wers,
of conrse, selected wostly from the Tala-
manians,

The same “Humagn Leopants,' g8y the
tatives, was suggested to the sorcersr by
& real leopard, who 'had endowed the wiss
man  with  the cunning dexterty and
Firength to execute his plan of revenge.
That he had plenty of ecraftiness was eyl
denced from the fact thut the presents of
the spplicants for admission Into the sect
soon made him the richest man among the
notiven,

Thelr murderous Ktrocities ars not prac
tizsed on natlves only. Unwary travellers
are frequently .robbed end kiiled. Though
thelr vocation.is first of all murder, they
will not hesltate to steal and rob when-
ever ths opportunity prescnts Itself. The
gect Lins grown to such large proportlons
that they bave become a terror to the na-
tives and settlers;, the latter untll lately
not knowing that thelr murders maostly
werg the exponent of thelr rellizlous dutles.

This Is the way the, sorcerer compelled
the bringing of humnan sacrifice. On an ap-
polnted day the one who desired to be or
remiain a member of the secret sect was to
decoy or bring by force If necessary his
dearest relative to a certnln lonely spot In
tbe woods. When arrived there Lie himself
was to ron away and leave the wictim to
the ‘'mercy of the executioners. These nre
the "Haoman Leopards," the boldest and
strongest men of the secret organlzation.
They iare dressed from -head to foot in the
siln ‘of a leopard, thelr human features
being barely visible, In each hand they hold
n three-pronged weapon. With flendlsh ca-
peclty the human beasts spring on the
form -of thelr helpless and unarmed vietlm
and simeost tear him lHmb from ‘Jlmb, Then
they, drag the horribly smutilated and stil]
quivering Uody to the chlef for forther
dlspaosition. As a role It Is eut Inzo small
pleces. and divided among the villagers
who-are alltennplbals.

It Js possibla that the examples of ro-
lentless punighment which are belng tried
on the natives may In course of time tend
to, ropt out the erll. Many have been
brought to Frea Town of late and sen-
tepordeto degth. / 1

This sect la totally different from  the
leopnipd-spotted youtha of the Umtnta tribe
of Southern Africa., These do not nasume
the sing of leopards, nor is thelr vocatfor
dltogether murderovs. They are simply
separated from thelr familles for a year fo
heriden thew for South African warlocship.
Durltig that time the Abakweras, ns they
are "oalled, smear white clay over thelr
bodies, -eubbldg it on In spots to give themt
selves; the nppearance of leopards. Long
banda of striw are wrapped nround thetr
wilsts aod hends, welghlng bundreds of
pounds, and os they are sharp edged thoy
lufilet terrible tortures durlbg thelr ecstatle
war danees. ‘Lhelr efficlency for the army
Is mieiisured by the saug frold with which|
they endure {fhe tortures of the dances
during the year of probation,

SUNDAY DYSPEPSIA.,

A Hiéh Medical Authority Explaing lis
Causes and Char-
acter,

The average man of falrly good digestion
will, on reflection, fnd that he sutfers
habltudlly from dlspepsla, more or less
severe. It Is @ very unplensant fatt that |
the "ode ARy which i worklngman has to
himself should ba marred in this way.

There 18 one remedy. That ls to take
one’'s meals at the same bours on Bunday
a5 on olher dags, and o heve them of a
similar charooter.

Sonday dyspepsia i3 a recognized alimeont

plalns Its causes. 1t points ont that In our
progresx from LATbArism we hate évolved a
peopla with whom regularity In enting is
abeolutely necessary to good health. As a
result of this artificial exlstence, the sacre-

amany physiclans. The Medlosl Record ex- |
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THE HUMAN LEOPARD POUNCING UPON HIS PREY.

with the monotony of clockwork. If this
oustom Is neglected, the viclator not only
suffers bodlly discomfort, but an actual In-
i jury Is" done to the qdlgestive apparstus,
which bas been so educated that It requires
a definlte nmount of exerclse nund poxitive
promiptness In feeding that requirement.
The stomach having poured out ita seore-
tlons, as customury, walte only n short thoe
before allowlng thiem to be ahsorbed with-
out the accompanying nutrltlon which goes

1to the farmetion of more secretions. Arter
a few such experlments, tho secrstions be-

rome less in amount and activity, and in-
dizestion snsuea,

_ Dyspeptics are ordered to eat at Inflexibly
regular intervals, Normal stomachs are by
no means many, yet this role, so Imperative
to sitfferers, is regulnrly dlsregarded by the
| well. Once a week the three regular menls
are replaced by lste rising and abstinence,
followed by gluttony, The gastric fuices
know nothing of a meventh day of ‘‘rest,”
and the result Is discomfort, stupldity and

tione are poursd out and ready for actlon !

loss of appetite on ‘H'ondn:.

1nted In boats, and as the schools of |
wings, they offer a fne target for the map who is & quick and uperiing angi,
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AT THE FLYING FISH OF THE PACIFIC COAST.

rise and fiy through the air by means of thelr bird-
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SHOOTING .
FLYING Flof

Lively Suomth the Gun
Dropping  the Finnu

Flyers Off the

Pacilic Coast.

Out under the !nfluence of the glorlons
ellmate of Califorhis, swnere vegetatlpn ls
abnormal and, mun dnd nature geem to llve
under high pressure, even the sporismian
geoks his pleasure on unique llnes, nnd
pow the expert shots of the Pacific const,
having tived of the conventlonal recreation
of shootlng qusll snd pheasants on the
leas, set gall npon the ocean, and with
thelr repeating shotguns slanghter the 8y-
Ing figl. |

‘Yhe favorite fleld for this novel recrestion
s the water of Santa Catalioa Island, off
the const of Boutherm Callfornia, The
aportsmeon prefer the ateam snd electric
launches thnt may be obtained st Long
Beaclh or San Pedro In the chase, for res-
sons that will appear, The so-called fiylng
fish of the Pnclfic does not differ from those
found In the waters of the Mexivan Gulf
and the Carlbbean, except that llke every-
thlog else !n Californin he s larger than
his Enstern cousin, and attains & length of
elghtesn Inches and a welght of two
pounds,

Alarmed by the boat or stenmer, thess
glistening creatures of the deep leap ont
of the water by a vigorous movemernt of
the seraw-llke tall and dash away In bead-
long fllght, skimming over Its water ke
birds, To the tourlst who witnesses the
flight for the frst time, they are readily
mistnken for birds.

The fiving fish does not nctunlly By, but
It has fonr wing-like fins which It uses to
support itself In the alr. Hurling Iiself
aut of the ses by the-ald of Its tall, nnd
using these fing as parnchutes or pero-
planes, it goes soaring away, sometlimes
covering a distance of ao elghth of a
mille,

When the fish has described the lomg
paraboln and ngaln strikes the water it at
onee begins annther vielent twisting of the
tall and again leaps Into the alr. The fins
are not Happed, the only metlon being a
tremtlons one Imparted to them when the
tadi 18 twisted in the witer

As the bonr glides along the fish dart
from the waler add go scuring away on
either slde, and it Iz then that the sports.
yman eitting nthe bow of the launch bas
Ll opportuuity.

'.l’h‘g:: tiae, o be sure; not
. el
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“Hea |s dresssd from head to foot in the skin of a leopard. holding In each hand = thres-pronged

weapon, and then he springs upon his vietim and almost tears Him Umb from llmb."”
FROM A DRAWING IN THE BERLIN ILLUSTRATED WEHERLY, FUR ALLE WELT.

many fect from the surface, but #re far
from easy targets, Sometimes a dozmen of
them are in the alr at a time, and & good
shot oan bring down a double by shooting
to the right nand left. )
Wherever the fiying fish s to be found
there will appent the tuna, a fierce crea-
fure known on the Atlantic scaboard as the
horss mackerel. The fiying fish 18 the
legitimate prey of the tuna, and big
schools of tunas come aweeping In from the
deep, driving the fiying 'fiah before them,

‘chnslng them info thé alr #lx, eolght and

ten feet, the tunss themselves giving
mnrvellous exhibitions of tombling.

At ptuch tlmes the Oyilng Osh are crazed
with terror, and lenve the water by soores
and hundreds. Then the sportsman's gun

Who Is

Snake-Proof.

dilas dugg Tou_s with Al the Most
-U(anomous oerpents, Lets Them
Bite Him, and Doesnt Fear Them

He

Because

I8 name I3 SBilns Supge. and le looka
H It. e ls nelther peotty nor lns e
great wlasdom, but le énn out loode

an ofl-hand sermon that will take the bark
off, and he can bandle venomous snunkes ns

no other man on earth can do It

He doesn’t eare whnt sort of a suke it Is
—capperhead, eottonmanth, moccasin, sand
rattler or alde winder—he will pick himn

a3 unleorns.
He 1= n homely old farmer who knows
the trade of stlversmith and has got re-

| 'Bns cone In his biox.
up as If polsonons snakes were as mythieal |
| ndder, but the pufing adler doesn't hure

Hglon.
His Immunity from death by snnke Lite,
he says, Is the miracle-token of th., gen-
ulneness of his misslon from the Almighty,
When Sllas S8ugg plunges his bare arm
Into a writhing, wrlgzling,

| are performances,

s Impervious to

Ienown  ng the ‘Mighlnnd mecensin and te
ophiclogists as Auclstrodad atrofuscus, and
equally dregded undey ¢lther nnme; geveral
water moceasios, Aneclstrodon piselvoras,
the bife of every one of which is ordinarlly
eonsldered fatal, Ophiologlsts any that the
puffing addoer, or 1-tempervd. brd-mnnnered
Heterodon platyriinus, is hormless, Suge
He soys that ents and
bitten by the puffing

chickens die swhen

lilm.

All'of these snnkes are dllowed to strike |
Buzgz at every performance le glves. They
though he permits oo

admi=slon fee nnd refuses to frivel with

bany elreus, alde show or dlme musenm. He

really stems to be Inst a big, awhwand,

bisalng mass | stuptd man with a good rough cloguence

of rﬂtt_l'-'ﬂﬂﬂ-kt‘“. copperheads, cottoumouths, | and n simesre beliaf In  his missfon to
moccasing and pufllng adders nnd drans | nreach, Of eourse. he nelther drinks nor
them out agaln with a copperbaud banglig |'smokes and bas all the minee virtues that

by his fangs to Lls thumb, a cotton
with his fangs ko deeply fixed 'n

wrlst where the velns nre largsst and bli-
et that the bload comes, and the Broken-
off polson teeth of a rattler still fn his
flegh, the ordinary mnn or woman hegins to
belleve In mirncles and Shas Sogr

Of course nll the smart people will tell
You that the polson glunds have been -
moved from Silas Sugg’s reptiles and that
they are harmnless thercfore nas garter
suskea. For doubters of this sdrt Sllas per-
forms eome experiments,
whatever snake happens ta be biting, him
at the tlme and lets It bita a ent or dog om
fowl, The gnalies that dg Sugg no harm tn-
varlably kil the animnls they strike. The
other afternoon, In the midst of an ex-
hortation to the ungodly to coma in and he
saved, Silas Sogg snatehed n rooster from
& near by fence and held It up befora one
of his copperheads. It took just seventeen
minutes for the poor cock to dia,

Blles Sugg f= forty-alght years old. Ha
has bad no educatlon and aelther of his,
parents catlid elther tead or write. e wis
a fallure as a8 farmer aud has made his Hy-
Ing for sixieen years us a sliversmith, The
religlous phase of Wia charneter developed
ehout five yenrs ago, wheu be evolved n
#ort of theology from the Bible, In which
Christlanity and snnkes seem to beéar aboyt
equal parts. Accordlug to him Chrlst'y
mission on earth, bealdes belng to save {ap
lost and restore pence among the sons of
Adam, was to repeal that law which or-
dalned enmity between mankind and the
snake, whose persnsslons brought about the
fall.

Sugz Is yvery careful about hls sarpents.
They can bite him ns much as they will
but he handles them as carefully ns thongh
they were glass and he wns afrald of
brenking them. In the Autumn he tnrns
them loose among the rocks of Illlnols, and
ke says they always come back In the
Epring.

" In his denl box he carrles & rattlesnake,
which appears to be a flne four-foot specl-
men of Crotalug confilnentus; three or fonr
copperheads of varlous slzes, which are

Berg's

mouth

He disengnges |

mnke uyp the bnclkwoods chinrelh memhber,
WM. B, MORRIS, Attotney At Law,
June 14 Goleonda, TIL !

WONDERFUL VENEZUELA.

One Fish That Eats Human Beings and
knother with Molar
Tenth.

Veneznela I8 a land of wonders, abous
which we are only just beginring to learn,
Mr. 8. A, Thompson, who has Just returned
to Bt Paul after a voyage of exploration
np the mighty Cl:f!nu.co. fally confirmg this
ataterment,

While exploring Imdtaca Mountaln he
round A mighty eascade, It followed the
precipltons sliles of the mountaln, whick
rose nat an angle of nabput 85 degresn.
Thompson euys the caseade losked llke &
great sheet of anlmured white lncs with
intricately woven meshes. After standiog
spellbound the party pdvonced to explore
the cnzcade, They climbed up the slde
to a- helzlit of 600 fect, but s{lll the waters
fall towered an egual digtancs nhove them,
Mr. Thompson belleves the : ter falls =
digtance of 1,100 or 1,200 feet.

Tle cageads wis ntmed the watecfall of
Manon, affer the mythical cliy of gold for!
which Ralelgh and other explorers go valoly
searehod.

The party several fimes came In coniact
with the carih flgh, which Is the most fero=
clous Inhabltant of rlvers known. The
ecarlbs nre not over fourteen Inches long,
buz they travel in schools.  Their teeth
are tlhiree-cornered. Any  livipg object
wihilol ntteacts thelr attentioti Is attncked
with, fury. AMr. Thompgon tells of an
Indinn woman who diitored tlie witer to
11l g bucket. Bhe was ittacked by the fish
anfl redeheg shiors enly to' die In fifteen
minutes. Ile flesh was literally torn from
her hody. The fisk frequently have been
known to Mte ordinory sl Looks ln two.

Another fish which the party often came
nercss  was the worocoto, the flaver of |

which 15 ltke Linke Superlor whitefiah, E.Iy
more delieale. The mordcalo 1s ptufg ed |
with mnelnr teeth, ond spbsists ofl veges |

readily recognizable am Ancistrodon con-
toririx; a five-foot cottonmouth, otherwiss

table matter. which it thoroughly musgl-
cates bilorn: swillowing 1
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Lawyer Morris, of Golconda, Vouches for Sugg.
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This is no fake and no 18e. I saw it and gHeh moFe than I
T have written. I belisve that thore is a rational explanation
for the old man's performances ard powors that could be most
interastingly developud by sofantists. You may use article and his
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The artful Mr. Sugg knows more about the myst- 2s of wriggling va

rmints than any man In Ametics, 20d

: ~ bo understands how i ‘'andle them with ltngmm, 7
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